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17.  Shortly after the September 2009 Recall, the Los Angeles Times
conducted an investigation into Toyota’s safety issues over the past several years.
In a December 23, 2009 article entitled “Toyota Found To Keep Tight Lid On
Potential Safety Problems,” the paper reported, among other things:

e The automaker knew of a dangerous steering defect in its
vehicles, including the 4Runner sport utility vehicle for
years before 1ssuing a recall in Japan in 2004, But it told
regulators no recall was necessary in the U.S., despite
having received dozens of complaints from drivers. Toyota
said a subsequent investigation led it to order a U.S. recall
in 2005.

e Toyota has paid cash settlements to customers whose
vehicles have raced out of control, sometimes causing
serious accidents, according to consumers and their
attorneys. Other motorists who complained of acceleration
problems with their vehicles have received buybacks under
lemon laws.

e  Although the sudden acceleration issue erupted publicly
only in recent months, it has been festering for nearly a
decade. A computerized search of NHTSA records by The
Times has found Toyota issued eight previous recalls
related to unintended acceleration since 2000, more than
any other automaker,

e A former Toyota lawyer who handled safety litigation has
sued the automaker, accusing it of engaging in a
"calculated conspiracy to prevent the disclosure of
damaging evidence" as part of a scheme to "prevent

evidence of its vehicles' structural shortcomings from
6

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT

TOY-TQ002-06-3D-00006057



